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Date

To: XXX, [Title]
Re:  Letter of Support re [insert funding opportunity]
From: Christopher Stille, MD, MPH, CYSHCNet Principal Investigator
Date: [date]

Dear Dr. XXX,

On behalf of CYSHCNet, the HRSA/MCHB funded Health Systems Research Network for Children and Youth with Special Health Care Needs (CYSHCNet), I am delighted to support [insert funding mechanism] proposal, “XXX”. We are fully committed to leveraging the CYSHCNet infrastructure to support his work. I am impressed by the thoughtful, significant, and innovative design of this proposal. 

The implications of this research are nationally relevant. [insert selected, relevant background about the intersection between the proposed research and CYSHCNet’s mission. See CYSHCNet facilities and the www.cyshcnet.org for network-specific language]

As you know, the mission of CYSHCNet is to help CYSHCN and their families by advancing knowledge and implementation of optimal health systems through innovative, rigorous, multi-site studies, far reaching dissemination of findings, meaningful partnerships with families and strong training of emerging CYSHCN investigators. Guided by our published national research agenda and the MCHB Blueprint for CYSHCN, we conduct and disseminate studies of national importance. Our national research network includes 15 geographically and demographically diverse sites at highly respected academic institutions with major children’s hospitals. Our network institutions collectively serve children from all 50 states and annually care for more than 319,000 children with special health care needs across their 1,525,000 outpatient, 228,600 emergency, and 56,300 inpatient encounters. Our partnership with Family Voices - the leading national organization advocating on behalf of families of children with special health care needs - ensures our network research remains rooted in community- and family-centered principles. Our infrastructure supports multisite research, professional network development, extensive expertise, and a platform to coordinate studies and generate additional funding.

CYSHCNet has enjoyed a highly productive and professional relationship with you since XXX. [describe any prior joint projects or involvement with the CYSHCNet. Highlight other multisite work, and productivity resulting from collaborations] 

For your proposed project, we plan to serve [describe the agreed upon CYSHCNet roles / activities for proposed project].

Together, the experiences outlined above afford us very promising potential to translate work from this proposal within CYSHCNet. The research is aligned with the network’s mission, the National Research Agenda for CYSHCN, and builds naturally on our collaborative relationship.

We look forward to following the success of this study and working with you and your teams. We are certain that the network infrastructure will continue to ensure you will readily meet your recruitment, data, regulatory, and intervention activities at national scale.

We enthusiastically look forward to working collaborating on this important project. 

Sincerely,

Delete, revise, or alter to meet funding needs. 

Christopher Stille, MD, MPH
Principal Investigator, CYSHCNet
Stephen Berman, MD Endowed Chair in General Pediatrics 
Professor and Section Head, General Academic Pediatrics 
University of Colorado School of Medicine/Children’s Hospital Colorado


Jay Berry, MD, MPH
Co-Principal Investigator, CYSHCNet
Director, CYSHCNet Secondary Data Center
Associate Professor
Harvard University / Boston Children’s Hospital


Ryan Coller, MD, MPH
Co-Principal Investigator, CYSHCNet
Director, CYSHCNet Primary Data Center
Kok-Peng Yu and Anna Lee Shen Associate Professor
University of Wisconsin-Madison, American Family Children’s Hospital
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