The following template can be used to help you think through an analysis plan. It can be used to frame conversations with collaborators and with analysts or biostatisticians. It will also help you write your paper and anticipate challenges in advance. 

Project Title
Date
Lead

Research Question – What is the specific aim and/or hypothesis of the study, or what question are you hoping to answer with this work. Limit to 1-2 sentences.

Data Sources – Where and when is the data for the study coming from?

Inclusions – Describe who / what is included in the study sample? 

Exclusions – List the criteria used determine if someone / something is excluded from the study?

Definitions of Key Variables – List each study variable and define it (this should correspond to the data dictionary). Consider organizing into Outcomes (i.e., dependent variables) and predictors (i.e., independent variables, covariates, confounders). If there is 1 variable that is the key variable (exposure, intervention, etc) of interest to the study, identify and define it as well. 

Data Analysis – what is the general analytical plan? How will missing data be handled? Are there any sensitivity analyses or secondary analyses you anticipate? 

Additional Considerations / Assumptions / Uncertainties – what else might need to be considered or resolved prior to study completion?
