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Measure Selection Principles
Purpose: To assist researchers with the challenge of selecting measures for a research study, the Primary Data Center Advisory Council drafted the following principles and general guidance based on their own experiences:
· Ideal measures are relevant, scientifically justified, feasible to use, and equitable.

	Characteristics of ideal measures
	Details
	Examples of how to evaluate

	Relevant
	Reflects priorities of key affected communities
Significant potential impact 
	· Identified in qualitative research or engagement work
· Existing research agenda, policy priorities, etc, highlight importance
· Prior research recognizes this knowledge gap and need

	Scientifically justified
	Reliable and valid in the population
Founded in theory
	· Measure development research (e.g,. qualitative, psychometric, etc) with relevant population
· Use in prior studies with a relevant population
· Mapped to an existing or hypothesized conceptual model
· Sensitive to intervention

	Feasible and usable
	Publicly available
Acceptable response burden
	· Available measurement tool (e.g., questionnaire) and analysis process
· Known time to complete measure (for participants and researchers)
· Achievable data collection mode within study’s timeline, budget, scale
· Simplest yet still valid mode (e.g., obtaining age from EHR instead of survey)

	Equitable
	Respects the values, assets, and needs of medically underserved and underrepresented populations
	· Available and tested in multiple languages, cultures, abilities, backgrounds, and ancestries
· Data allows for context and does not perpetuate stereotypes, ableism, biases, discrimination, and racism
· Does not systematically exclude populations relevant to the research






